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Vivek Sankaran Vivek Sankaran, '01, advocates for the rights of children and parents involved in child welfare 

proceedings. His work focuses on improving outcomes for children in foster care by empowering 

their parents and strengthening decision-making processes in juvenile courts. A clinical professor of 

law at the University of Michigan Law School, Professor Sankaran directs both the Child Advocacy 

Law Clinic and the Child Welfare Appellate Clinic, through which law students represent children and 

parents in trial and appellate proceedings. Professor Sankaran has written numerous articles focused 

on improving the child welfare system and has litigated cases before the Michigan Supreme Court. In 

addition, he conducts state and national trainings and works on child welfare initiatives with various 

national groups, including the American Bar Association, Casey Family Programs, and the National 

Center for State Courts.  

 

After graduating from Michigan Law in 2001, Professor Sankaran received a Skadden Fellowship to 

represent children at The Children's Law Center in Washington, D.C., where he remained until 2005, 

when he joined the Law School faculty. In 2009, Professor Sankaran founded the Detroit Center for 

Family Advocacy, the first organization in the country to provide multidisciplinary legal assistance to 

families to prevent the unnecessary entry of children into foster care. In 2011, he was named 

Michigan's Parent Attorney of the Year. Most recently, Professor Sankaran co-edited both the first 

national book for family defense lawyers and the third edition of Child Welfare Law and Practice, a 

widely recognized resource used by child welfare lawyers across the country. 

Margaret A. Burt Margaret A. Burt is an attorney in private practice in Rochester, New York. For thirty nine years she 

has specialized in the representation of children, adults and child welfare agencies in trial court and 

appellate practice. A substantial amount of her practice involves consulting and training for lawyers, 

judges, caseworkers and service providers all around the country in the areas of child abuse and 

neglect, permanency for foster children, the termination of parental rights, and adoptions. She 

provides national and local training on such issues as the Adoption and Safe Families Act, the Indian 

Child Welfare Act, confidentiality, legal ethics in child welfare, the representation of children and trial 

techniques. She also consults on legislation connected to child welfare issues. In 2017 Margaret was 

awarded the extremely prestigious American Bar Association Mark Hardin Award  

Barbara Rubel 

 

Barbara Rubel, BS, MA, BCETS, DAAETS, is a nationally recognized keynote speaker and trainer on 

compassion fatigue and vicarious trauma. Her keynotes motivate victim service providers to build 

resilience. Barbara is the author of the book But I Didn't Say Goodbye. She is a contributing writer in 

Thin Threads: Grief and Renewal; Open to Hope’s Fresh Grief; Coaching for Results: Expert Advice 

from 25 Top International Coaches; and Keys to a Good Life: Wisdom to Unlock Your Power Within. 

She was featured in the Emmy award-winning documentary Fatal Mistakes: families shattered by 

suicide, narrated by Mariette Hartley. Barbara’s background includes working as a hospice 

bereavement coordinator and serving as an adjunct professor at Brooklyn College, where she taught 

undergraduate and master’s-level courses in Death, Life and Health; Children and Death; Health 

Crisis Intervention; and Health Counseling. Barbara cares about the health of those who work with 

victims of crime. Barbara currently is a consultant with the Department of Justice, Office for Victims 

of Crime and co-wrote their training curriculum, Compassion Fatigue/Vicarious Trauma. Barbara 

received a BS in Psychology and MA in Community Health, with a concentration in thanatology, from 

Brooklyn College. Barbara is a board-certified expert in traumatic stress, and diplomate with the 

American Academy of Experts in Traumatic Stress. Her website can be found at 

http://www.griefworkcenter.com. 
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Beoncia Loveless Beoncia Loveless began her career as an intern with the Medical Examiner’s Office at the Georgia 

Bureau of Investigation in 1999. While working in the Delaware County, Pennsylvania Medical 

Examiner’s Office in 2000-2001, she was exposed to the Child Fatality Review process, and her 

interest in child fatalities and child maltreatment increased when she returned to the GBI in 2002. In 

2006, she was promoted to the Program Coordinator for the Child Abuse Investigative Support 

Center, a specialized unit within the Medical Examiner’s Office which focused exclusively on juvenile 

deaths and maltreatment cases. She held that position until her departure from the GBI in 

2016.Throughout her tenure with the GBI, Beoncia trained extensively, educating law enforcement 

officers, child protection personnel, first responders, and mandated reporters on a variety of topics 

related to juvenile death and maltreatment investigations. Beoncia is a Board Certified Death 

Investigator with the American Board of Medicolegal Death Investigators and a member of the 

National Association of Medical Examiners. She is a member of the Children’s Justice Act Task Force, 

a federally mandated Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA) Panel. She is also a 

member of the Advisory Council for the Child Welfare Training Collaborative and she was a 

contributing author to Recognizing When a Child’s Injury or Illness is Caused by Abuse, a Department 

of Justice guideline for investigating child maltreatment, which was updated in 2014.Currently, 

Beoncia is a Professor at Southern Crescent Technical College, specializing in Forensics and Criminal 

Justice. Beoncia received her Bachelor’s Degree in Criminal Justice from the University of Georgia in 

1999 and her Master’s Degree in Criminal Justice and Public Safety Leadership from Mercer 

University in 2018. Beoncia’s niece and nephew were placed in her home in 2011, and she and her 

husband finalized their adoption in 2018. 

David Clark I have been employed with the Dallas Police Department for 20 years. I worked in the Vice Unit and 

worked Human Trafficking Cases for 2 years. I have currently worked in the Child Exploitation Unit 

for the past 8 years. I have been the lead detective on several high profile cases over the last few 

years. As well as conducting my own investigations, I currently assist detectives on their cases as well 

a train new detectives that come into the unit. I have investigated over 1,000 cases related to the 

exploitation of children. I have interviewed over 100 children who had been victims of child sex 

crimes. I have presented at the Dallas Crimes Against Children's Conference over the last 3 years as 

well as at the National Law Enforcement Training on Child Exploitation in Atlanta for the last 2 years. 

I just presented a lecture series at the Dallas Children's Advocacy Center. 

Diane Kimball Diane Kimball, LMHC, is the owner and director of Kimball Counseling Associates (KCA), offering 

specialized therapy to children, teenagers and adults who have experienced abuse, trauma, neglect 

or exposure to domestic violence, exhibiting complex trauma symptomatology including PTSD and 

dissociative disorders. Formerly with Kids House of Seminole (CAC) for three years, she branched out 

into private practice to offer quality therapy to those needing the same level of care. In addition to 

providing trauma therapy, Diane works with parents and caretakers individually, in groups, and in 

session with their children to empower them to become healing agents to their children. As a TBRI 

educator, Diane works with many clients who have attachment injuries, and specializes in working 

with individuals who are adopted, in foster care, or on the autism spectrum. She uses EMDR, 

expressive arts and play therapy to bring healing and hope to her clients and their families. 

Jim Sporleder Jim Sporleder retired in 2014 as Principal of Lincoln High School in Walla Walla, WA. Under Jim’s 

leadership, Lincoln High School became a “Trauma Informed” school, gaining national attention due 

to a dramatic drop in out of school suspensions, increased graduation rates and the number of 

students going on to post-secondary education. These dramatic changes at Lincoln caught the 

attention of Jamie Redford, who spent a year filming the documentary, Paper Tigers, which tells the 

Lincoln story. The documentary was released at the May 2015 Seattle International Film Festival and 
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received positive reviews.Jim is currently working as a trauma-informed coach / consultant and is 

based in Walla Walla, WA. His travels as consultant, keynote speaker, presenter and trainer have 

taken him all over the United States.Jim is married, has three daughters and six granddaughters. In 

his spare time, Jim enjoys fishing, hunting, but most of all spending time with family. 

Maegan Rides at the 

Door 

Maegan Rides at the Door, LCPC, PhD Candidate, Director and Principal Investigator, National Native 

Children’s Trauma Center. As Director of the National Native Children’s Trauma Center, Maegan 

Rides at the Door has had a key role in designing and implementing a range of training and technical 

assistance initiatives in tribal communities, including projects for trauma-informed systems change in 

mental health, child welfare, and educational settings, each of which address early childhood 

populations, as well as cross-system projects focusing on the sequelae of early exposure to trauma, 

including projects in juvenile justice reform and suicide prevention. She is currently Principal 

Investigator on the NNCTC’s flagship SAMHSA National Child Traumatic Stress Network grant, a 

SAMHSA Garrett Lee Smith Tribal Suicide Prevention grant (in collaboration with a Northern Plains 

tribe), and an Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Tribal Training and Technical 

Assistance grant, as well as organizational lead on subcontracts. She is an enrolled member of the 

Fort Peck Sioux and Assiniboine Tribes and a descendent of the Absentee Shawnee Shawnee Tribe 

Cherice Hopkins Cherice Hopkins is a Staff Attorney at Rights4Girls, a human rights organization committed to ending 

gender-based violence in the U.S., where she engages in advocacy to enhance the safety of young 

women and girls of color and improve responses to those who have experienced violence. Her work 

includes policy reform, research, public education and awareness, and coalition building. Cherice is 

the co-author of two innovative reports: Survivor Protection: Reducing the Risk of Trauma to Child 

Sex Trafficking Victims and Beyond the Walls: A Look at Girls in D.C.’s Juvenile Justice System, and 

manages the Girls at the Margin National Alliance. Her prior experience includes the provision of 

consultation services to nonprofits and small businesses, founded by women and people of color, in 

the areas of analysis, research and strategic planning. Prior to her work with Rights4Girls, Cherice 

practiced employment law at Target and Foley & Lardner LLP. Cherice received an MBA from 

Columbia College, a J.D. from Northwestern Pritzker School of Law and is a member of the Wisconsin 

State Bar. 

Alexie LeZion 

 

Alexie LeZion is a survivor of human trafficking from Wyoming. She has a Bachelor’s Degree in 

Psychology with a minor in Leadership. She was self taught growing up, but chose to attend college 

and graduated with various honors, including a Magna cum Laude honor, and is pursuing a Master’s 

Degree in Forensic Psychology. She serves as a member of the Human Trafficking Task Force for the 

State of Wyoming as a survivor of human trafficking and a survivor’s voice for victims. She partnered 

with International Justice Mission to help pass Wyoming Legislation on Human Trafficking by sharing 

her story and speaks at various events throughout the country, her community, and the State of 

Wyoming. She has chosen to dedicate her life to help speak out about human trafficking, raise 

awareness at events, and educate the public. She has a passion to help fellow survivors of human 

trafficking overcome their adversities through healing, finding safe shelter, and teaching them how 

to express their voice fearlessly. 
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Amy Russell Ms. Russell serves as the executive director of the Arthur D. Curtis Children’s Justice Center in Clark 

County, Washington. Ms. Russell is a licensed attorney, a nationally certified counselor and 

experienced forensic interviewer. Ms. Russell frequently serves as an expert witness on child abuse 

issues in multiple state and federal courts, provides training on state, federal and international levels 

on the investigation, interviews and prosecution of child abuse. She has previously served as a pro 

bono attorney for children in dependency court, a forensic interview specialist with the U.S. 

Department of Homeland Security / Immigration and Customs Enforcement and as an adjunct faculty 

member in the Child Advocacy Studies Program at Winona State University. She obtained her B.A. 

from Hope College in sociology, her M.S.Ed. in counseling from Western Illinois University and 

graduated magna cum laude from SUNY Buffalo Law School with her J.D. Ms. Russell has worked 

with victims of violence and trauma in several capacities, including extensive counseling and support 

work with child victims of sexual abuse and exploitation; director of victim services and counselor for 

survivors of homicide victims; and executive director of and consultant for multiple children’s 

advocacy centers and multidisciplinary teams for child abuse investigations and prosecution. In 

addition, she has interviewed over a thousand children and has authored several articles on forensic 

interviewing, child maltreatment and vicarious trauma. 

Cherilyn Rowland 

Petrie 

Cherilyn Rowland Petrie completed her Masters in Clinical Psychology at the University of Central 

Florida in 2001 and was licensed as a Mental Health Counselor in 2004. She became a Florida 

Qualified Supervisor in 2006 and was credentialed as an Approved Consultant in EMDR Therapy in 

2013 through the EMDR International Association. She is an Adjunct Faculty at Rollins in the graduate 

Counseling program and teaches a seminar on Treating Adult Trauma Survivors. Clinically, Cherilyn 

specializes in using EMDR Therapy to treat children who have experienced early trauma, attachment 

injury, and neglect who have complex clinical presentations. She is committed to training 

professionals to meet the needs of these traumatized children. She believes in supporting new 

professionals as they navigate the learning curve of EMDR Therapy and is excited about helping them 

find creative and effective ways to intervene in the lives of children. She also understands the needs 

of community mental health agencies and is dedicated to helping agencies develop a working 

environment conducive to retaining the staff for which they have invested the time and financial 

resources in EMDR training. 

Gayle Thom Medically retired as an FBI Victim Specialist on the Rapid Deployment and Evidence Response Teams, 

Gayle Thom is a veteran of multiple roles in the criminal justice field. Thom recently implemented a 

Crash Assistance Program with the SD Highway Patrol. Sadly, Thom has extensive experience with 

crimes against children in Tribal communities. She also has extensive crisis response experience and 

training in both Tribal and non-Tribal critical incidents. She has been asked many times, “How can 

you DO this work?” A frequent speaker and trainer nationally, she currently works for the National 

Center for Victims of Crime on the Tribal Resource Tool. Previously in the field of criminal intelligence 

and drug enforcement, Thom has worked, lectured and traveled throughout the U.S., Canada, and 

other countries. She is also currently an enthusiastic consultant, providing training and technical 

assistance for all communities, with a distinct passion for those with underserved populations. 

Kathleen Thimsen Kathleen has her doctorate in nursing practice and is an Assistant Professor of Nursing at Goldfarb 

School of Nursing at Barnes Jewish College in St. Louis, Missouri where she teaches Public and 

Community Health. Working in Public Health for over 18 years, Kathleen is one of the founding 

members of the Human Trafficking Collaborative Network that is housed within the Washington 

University Institute of Public Health. Kathleen leads the Health care systems work group to advance 

evidence-based practice clinical identification, response and care of victims of human trafficking. She 

completed a Forensic Certificate at Johns Hopkins in Baltimore. Her clinical practice forensics is 
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related to elder abuse and human trafficking identification, response and safe discharge.Her clinical 

practice and research are focused on vulnerable populations, health care disparities and all forms of 

interpersonal violence globally. 

Patty Terzian Patty Terzian has over fifteen years of experience in the non-profit sector developing and directing 

programs, providing outreach and trainings, and managing grants. In her previous role, Patty served 

for nine years as the Executive Director/Statewide Coordinator of the Oregon Network of Child 

Abuse Intervention Centers, the accredited state chapter of children’s advocacy centers. She led the 

chapter through considerable growth and development and collaborated with professionals across 

the state to improve services for Oregon’s children when there were concerns of abuse. Patty’s skills 

in project coordination, communications and training were honed through her early-career work in 

both the non-profit and corporate sectors. 

Jen Davis Jennifer Davis is a 2001 graduate of Northern Arizona University with a Doctorate in Physical 

Therapy. Jennifer has primarily practiced as a pediatric physical therapist in Arizona and Wyoming 

since that time. She also has experience in geriatric, outpatient, and neurological rehabilitation. 

Jennifer currently specializes in preterm infants and children with disabilities. In 2012, Jennifer 

embarked on a new career path in child advocacy as the Director of the Wyoming Citizen Review 

Panel. This new endeavor has led to opportunities in advocacy related to the child welfare system 

ranging from primary prevention to specialized intervention services. Jennifer has had the 

opportunity to manage the Prevent Child Abuse Wyoming Program and a Parents as Teachers home 

visiting program. Jennifer provides trainings across the state related to child development (typical 

and atypical), safe sleep, Ages and Stages (ASQ-3 and ASQ-SE) developmental screening tools, and 

Healthy Moms, Happy Babies (a domestic violence curriculum for home visitors). Jennifer is an 

adjunct professor for Human Anatomy and Physiology, as well as Medical Ethics at Laramie County 

Community College. Recently Jennifer had the opportunity to become the Consultant for the 

Wyoming Children’s Trust Fund. She is enjoying the challenge of advocating for prevention efforts to 

drive our systems across Wyoming. Jennifer Davis enjoys spreading her passion for prevention of 

child abuse and neglect across the state in an effort to improve family stability. 

Lynn Storey-Huylar Lynn A. Storey-Huylar is the current Director of Safe Harbor, a children’s justice center in Cheyenne, 

Wy. She has been the Director for the past 20 years. Safe Harbor is a Child Advocacy Center and is 

accredited with the National Children’s Alliance. Ms. Huylar has dual roles in her agency and is also 

an onsite forensic interviewer. Ms. Huylar has been working in the field of Child protection for over 

30 years. She also worked for the Department of Family Services as an investigator, supervised the 

investigation unit, worked with high risk families in a family preservation program and has 

understand child development as she worked at Head Start as a Social Worker. Ms. Huylar has also 

chaired several groups including the State Major Injury and Child Fatality Review Team and the State 

Chapter of Child Advocacy Centers. Ms. Huylar conducts numerous trainings on Child Abuse, Child 

Sexual Abuse, Perpetrators who commit these crimes, Child Forensic Interviewing, Mandatory 

Reporting in the State of Wyoming for Child Abuse and Neglect and Court Testimony. Ms. Huylar is a 

Certified Forensic Interviewer with the National Association of Certified Forensic Interviewers. She 

has forensically interviewed over 2,000 children in her career and has testified in numerous 

jurisdictions around the country including a murder trials in New York County Criminal Court-

Manhattan. 

Michela Telford Michela Telford BSN, BS, RN, SANE-A is the Forensic Nurse Coordinator at Ivinson Memorial Hospital 

in Laramie, Wyoming where she also practices as an Emergency Nurse. Michela began her career in 

healthcare as an Emergency Medical Technician in the IMH emergency room as well as volunteering 
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in the surrounding rural communities. While working as an EMT, Michela pursued a Bachelor’s 

Degree in Nursing from the University of Wyoming B.R.A.N.D. program. In addition to her BSN, 

Michela also completed a Bachelor’s of Science Degree in Biology with a minor in Psychology from 

the University of Wyoming. Michela has spent the majority of her 12 years in healthcare in the 

emergency room setting. For the past 4 years Michela has practiced as a Forensic Nurse Examiner. 

Much of her time as the Forensic Nurse Coordinator has been spent educating nurses, physicians, 

students and community members on identification and care for victims of violence. She has also co-

developed a Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner training; the first taught in Wyoming by Wyoming 

Forensic Nurses. In her spare time Michela enjoys outdoor activities such as hiking and camping. She 

runs, whether she likes it or not; and loves spending time with her husband Stuart, daughter Rylie, 

and two Beagles, Abby and Finn. 

Elizabeth Champlain  

Charles Wilson Since 2000, Charles Wilson has served as Director of the Chadwick Center for Children and Families. 

He previously served as the Executive Director of the National Children’s Advocacy Center in 

Huntsville, Alabama, Board Member for the Alabama Network of CACs, Project Director for the 

Southern Regional Children’s Advocacy Center, and ex officio member of the Board of Directors of 

NCA. Charles is also the former President of the American Professional Society on the Abuse of 

Children and former member of the Board of Directors of the California Network of CACs. 

Chris Moll Chris has worked with Teton Youth & Family Services since 1991 serving youth in just about every 

capacity the agency offers. Prior to becoming the director of the Hirschfield Center, Chris worked as 

the Clinical Director of Red Top Meadows. He has recently become our Director of Licensing and 

Accreditation for all of TYFS. He received his Master’s Degree in Social Work from San Jose State 

University in San Jose, California. 

Gerry Glynn  Gerry Glynn is the Chief Legal Officer for Community Based Care of Central Florida - Holdings. Prior to 

joining the agency, Gerry enjoyed a career representing children and families as an attorney for more 

than 25 years. He has been involved with many nonprofits serving on numerous boards of directors, 

including the National Association of Counsel for Children and the City of Life Foundation. 

Additionally, Gerry was the founding Executive Director of Florida’s Children First. 

Diane Redleaf Diane L. Redleaf has been a child and family advocate and a national leader at the forefront of child 

welfare reform and civil rights advocacy since she graduated from Stanford Law School in 1979. She 

led the Legal Assistance Foundation of Chicago's child welfare advocacy for families from 1984 until 

1996. Federal restrictions on systemic advocacy by legal services attorneys led her to move into a 

private public interest practice in 1996. In 2005, she founded the Family Defense Center and led as 

its Executive Director (until July 2016) and its Legal Director (until November 2017). Following the 

Presidential election in 2017, she founded and now co-chairs a bipartisan child welfare policy 

advocacy group, United Family Advocates.  

 

Ms. Redleaf is a Lecturer in Law at the University of Chicago Law School where she will be teaching a 

civil rights/child welfare law seminar in 2019-2020. She has previously taught there and at Loyola 

Law School. She has received many awards for her work including the Chicago Bar Association 

Alliance for Women's Founder's Award and the Distinguished Alumni Achievement Award from her 

undergraduate alma mater, Carleton College. She is a member of the Steering Committee of the ABA 

National Alliance for Parent Representation. Ms. Redleaf’s first book, They Took the Kids Last Night: 
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How the Child Protection System Puts Families at Risk was released on November 2, 2018. For more 

information, see www.familydefenseconsulting.com or www.unitedfamilyadvocates.org.  

Marty Nelson Dr. Nelson has been in the clinical practice of psychology, psychotherapy, diagnostics, forensics, and 

teaching for more than 20 years. He has worked outpatient, inpatient, medical, military, legal, and 

administrative settings. He has treated countless patients, taught college courses, provided 

numerous trainings, and collaborated with a wide variety of professionals on a wider variety of cases. 

He is currently the Administrator for the Wyoming Department of Family Services, Social Services 

Policy and Programs Division.  

Kris D.W. Ferrell Kris D. W. Ferrell, JD, CWLS has worked as a guardian ad litem serving children and families in drug 

court, family court, juvenile court and truancy since 2007. She is an author, client coach and private 

attorney practicing in Denver, CO in family and juvenile law. She is a graduate of Golden Gate 

University School of Law, where she served as the Baxter Litigation Fellow and taught litigation as 

well as working on the Northern California Innocence Project. She is working on a cozy mystery 

series, her garden and keeping her wife and their 12 year old French Bulldog, Smooch happy and 

health.  

Justice Kate M. Fox Kate M. Fox was appointed to the Wyoming Supreme Court by Governor Matt Mead and was sworn 

in January 2014. Prior to her appointment, Justice Fox was in private practice with Davis & Cannon, 

LLP. She joined the firm after serving for one year as law clerk to Federal District Court Judge 

Clarence A. Brimmer. She received her J.D. with honor from the University of Wyoming School of Law 

and her B.A. with honor from the University of Wyoming. 

Governor Mark 

Gordon 

Mark Gordon was elected Wyoming's 33rd Governor, on Nov. 6, 2018. He was sworn into office on 

January 7, 2019. Growing up on the family ranch in Johnson County, Governor Gordon learned the 

values of hard work and integrity and the importance of working together. As Governor, he brings 

those values to the table in pursuing his commitment that Wyoming continues to be a place where 

its citizens can pursue their dreams while retaining its unique character. He is a strong believer in 

Wyoming's ability to chart its own course and a staunch defender of its interests to do so. Governor 

Gordon is working on efforts to set Wyoming on a sustainable fiscal path and making government 

more accessible, productive and efficient. As part of those efforts, Gordon seeks to refocus 

government to better assist local communities with the tools and resources needed to thrive and set 

their own direction. He is also dedicated to ensuring that citizens have access to quality education, 

including safer schools, advanced degrees, and career and technical education opportunities.  

 

Governor Gordon served as Wyoming State Treasurer from October 2012 until January 2019 when 

he was sworn in as Governor. As State Treasurer, he led a transformation of the office resulting in 

improved returns on state investments, better protection of state savings, and increased 

transparency and access to state financial data for the public. His efforts to improve transparency 

surrounding the state’s financial portfolio resulted in Wyoming being ranked number one in the 

United States for transparency and third in the world among all sovereign funds.  

 

Governor Gordon and his wife Jennie have four grown children, Aaron with wife Megan, Bea with 

fiancé Austen, Anne with partner Bracewell, and Spencer with wife Sarah and their son Everett.  

Lisa Finkey  Lisa Finkey is the owner of Finkey Law, LLC, and Burnt Hollow Consulting, LLC. Lisa graduated from 

the University of Wisconsin La Crosse in 2003 with a B.S. in archaeology. She graduated from the 
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University of Wyoming College of Law in 2008. Lisa has served as a judicial law clerk, prosecuting 

attorney, defense attorney, Guardian ad Litem, District Court Commissioner, Circuit Court 

Magistrate, and Municipal Court Judge. She has also been a licensed foster parent. Lisa is the author 

of the Wyoming Supreme Court's handbooks on prosecuting abuse and neglect cases and 

representing parents in abuse and neglect cases. She currently contracts with the Wyoming Supreme 

Court Children's Justice Project to provide training and technical assistance to child welfare attorneys 

throughout Wyoming.  

Amy Edwards Amy Edwards, LMSW, Supervisor-Prevention and Permanency Services, Casey Family Programs, 

Austin Field Office. 

Amy is an experienced social worker with over 15 years of direct practice with children and families. 

At Casey Family Programs, she supervises a team of social workers that specialize in family finding 

and reconnection for youth have been in the foster care system longest and are most at-risk for 

aging out of care, as well as work at the front end of the child welfare system to prevent children 

from entering care. She has developed innovative and effective practices for identifying permanent 

placements for youth who have been in foster care for many years, often have extensive therapeutic 

and behavioral needs and frequently have no identified permanent connections to birth family. Amy 

has consulted with many child welfare jurisdictions across the country to design and implement best 

practices for achieving permanency for youth, focusing on the impact of trauma and brain 

development in children. She is certified in the Neurosequential Model of Therapeutics. Prior to her 

work at Casey, Amy gained several years of experience with Child Protective Services in Texas in 

investigations, ongoing services, adoptions and statewide adoption policy work. She has found her 

passion in helping older youth achieve emotional and legal permanency. Amy earned a Bachelor’s 

degree in Psychology from the University of North Texas and a Master’s degree in Social Work at the 

University of Texas at Austin. 

Laurie Tumale Laurie Tumale, MA, BSW, Supervisor-Prevention and Permanency Services, Casey Family Programs, 

Austin Field Office 

Laurie has over 25 years’ experience in the field of social work. She began her career working with 

prenatally exposed infants and children and co-facilitating recovery parenting classes for birth 

parents involved with Child Protective Services in California before becoming a conservatorship 

worker in a specialized sexual abuse unit in Texas. She later served as an outreach counselor for a 

non-profit agency in Hawaii providing individual, family and group counseling to at-risk youth and 

their families. For the past 20 years, Laurie has worked in various direct service capacities at Casey 

Family Programs including transition, kinship, prevention and permanency efforts. She is currently a 

Supervisor managing a team of social workers to help communities build strong families and 

ultimately prevent entries into foster care and expedite permanency for youth already in the system. 

She is a TBRI (Trust-Based Relational Intervention) Educator whose passion is in helping families 

understand and meet their children’s needs from a trauma-focused lens. Laurie earned her 

Bachelor’s Degree in Social Work from San Diego State University and her Master’s Degree in Human 

Services Counseling from Regent University. She is married and enjoys spending time with her 

children and grandbaby. 

Briana Montoya Ms. Briana Montoya graduated from the University of Wyoming in 2014 with a master's degree in 

social work. She completed her practicum placements at Casey Family Programs and the Wyoming 

Department of Family Services (DFS) State Office. She worked as a Residential Care Professional and 

Crisis Care Professional for Cathedral Home for Children for 8 years. Briana is currently the DFS 

Foster Care Coordinator for Albany County and has been in that position for 5 years. Ms. Montoya 

also serves on the DFS Continuous Quality Improvement team, the Albany County Juvenile Services 
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Board (sitting on the Mental Health and Child Welfare Subcommittees) and is a practicum supervisor 

for social work students. She enjoys learning and finding new ways to grow personally and 

professionally. Briana has a true passion for child welfare and social justice. 

D'Ann Nelson D'Ann Nelson graduated from North Dakota State University with a Bachelor's Degree in Early 

Childhood and Family Relations. D'Ann worked at a Residential child care facility in ND where she 

was a Head Charge Counselor for 4 years. She was the Youth Minister at the facility for two years 

where she provided opportunities for the residents in music, puppetry, drama, and art. She also 

facilitated several groups for the residents and helped provide ongoing training for other child care 

workers. D'Ann also coordinated and facilitated Parent education classes during the Strengthening 

Family Workshops at the facility. In addition, she served as a Professional Trainer and educator for 

Childcare Resource and Referral of North Dakota and for West Dakota Parent and Family Resource 

Center for seven years.  

Since moving to Wyoming, she has worked for Children and Nutrition Services and Child Care Finder 

as a Field Coordinator where she continued to facilitate training across the state of Wyoming. She 

also served as an Adjunct Professor for Central Wyoming College for six years. She began working 

with the Department of Family Services as a Child Care Licenser for several years before moving on 

to the position of Foster Care Coordinator in Fremont County and has been in that position for 13 

years. D'Ann has facilitated training in the following areas: PRIDE, Together Facing the Challenge, 

Empowering Capable Young People and various motivational workshops.  

Nick Chernoff Nick Chernoff’s background working in schools started with his role in the Surrey School District in 

the Safe Schools Department as a Safe School Liaison where he spent five years of his career. He also 

worked as an outreach worker for youth at-risk of gang involvement with the Surrey 

WRAP program. Nick has been a member of the Canadian Forces for over five years in the Infantry 

Regiment and works closely with various Military Intelligence Units. As a member of the Safer 

Schools Together team, Nick specializes in Social Media Awareness and Digital Data Collection. As a 

lead analyst, he collects Social Media Data that is used to assist schools both in Canada and the 

United States in addressing worrisome and threat-related online behaviours. As a speaker, he 

provides presentations and workshops to students, staff and parents on Social Media Awareness, as 

well as, online personal and public safety. 

Ana Zepeda Ana Zepeda, M.Ed. has over 15 years working with youth and families in a variety of roles. As a 

permanency specialist at Casey Family Programs, Ana works with youth and families with varying 

degrees of involvement in the child welfare system, helping children exit foster care or avoid entry 

into the system when possible. Through education, advocacy and communication, she strives to help 

parents and caregivers to better meet their children’s needs. Ana is passionate about family finding 

and reconnection work with foster youth and foster care alumni, with the goal of helping them make 

and strengthen lifelong connections. She is also skilled in helping family-serving teams to increase 

and improve communication, through the effective planning and facilitation of multidisciplinary team 

meetings. Outside of her daily work with youth, families and multidisciplinary teams, Ana has 

conducted numerous trainings and presentations on a variety of topics, including family finding and 

permanency work. Prior to coming to Casey Family Programs, Ana worked with youth and families 

through the Dropout Prevention Office of Austin Independent School District, Austin Travis County 

Integral Care and The Children’s Partnership. Ana has also worked as direct care staff in residential 

treatment settings. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology with a minor in Special Education 

from Southwestern University and a Master’s degree in Special Education with a focus on Vocational 

Rehabilitation Counseling from the University of Texas at Austin. 
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Jennifer Zenor Jennifer Zenor is the Executive Director of the Wyoming Coalition Against Domestic Violence and 

Sexual Assault.  

Brent Metcalf  Brent Metcalfe has been in law enforcement for over 12 years, beginning his career with the 

Cheyenne Police Department as a patrol officer. Later he moved into investigations and was assigned 

to work with the Wyoming Division of Criminal Investigation specializing in computer crimes. Brent 

then joined DCI and continues specializing in computer crime investigations with many of those 

involving Internet Crimes Against Children. Brent shares his knowledge and expertise and has 

conducted presentations to over 6000 of Wyoming's youth and parents on issues related to Internet 

safety as well as presentations to assist fellow law enforcement officers. 

 


