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The Family First Prevention Services Act:  
An Opportunity for Wyoming  

April 2019 v.2 

Introduction to Family First Prevention Services Act  
The Family First Prevention Services Act (FFPSA) was signed into law on February 9, 20181, as part of the Bipartisan 

Budget Act of 2018.  The legislation makes changes and additions to Title IV of the Social Security Act. The FFPSA 

provides significant opportunities to Wyoming’s child welfare system by expanding the reimbursement of mental 

health/substance abuse treatment services and in-home parent skill-based programs to keep children and families 

together. It also serves to decrease the need for children to enter the custody of the State and subsequent foster or 

institutional care.  

 

The FFPSA restructures how the Department of Family Services (Department) can claim federal financial 

reimbursement for IV-E funding2 and provides a new reimbursement option to prevent a child entering the State’s 

custody. The current structure allows reimbursement only after a child is in the State’s custody and the family meets the 

financial eligibility requirement.  The FFPSA also allows reimbursement for supports and services for children living in 

homes with relatives and kin.   

 

If families are not able to remain intact or children are not safe, the FFPSA emphasizes the use of family foster homes 

and provides limitations on the placement of children in Child Care Institutions (CCIs). In the Wyoming system of care 

CCIs are group homes, residential treatment centers (RTCs), and potentially, BOCES.  

 

Simply put, the overarching goal of the FFPSA is to expand the system of care to increase prevention and treatment 

efforts to children and families while they remain intact in their homes and communities.  The ultimate outcome is to 

eliminate unnecessary State custodies and subsequent out-of-home placements.  

The FFPSA Focus Population and Services  
There are two main populations within the FFPSA focus: families where children remain safely in their homes while 

receiving assistance in their communities and children in State custody placed outside of their homes in either foster 

care homes or CCIs. 

Children safely at home with their family 
The FFPSA provides a new federal reimbursement structure aimed at keeping children and families in their homes and 

communities. This new reimbursement structure is without financial qualifications and available to all children and 

families for 12 months who are in jeopardy of entering the custody of the State, or in other words, children who are 

identified to be candidates for foster care. Highlights include: 

• Increase in services available to families where children remain with biological parent(s), relatives, or 

kin and the Department purchases preventive services through community providers.   

                                                      
1 The Department requested and received a FFPSA implementation delay and has until October 1, 2021 to comply with the new 
law if it wants to participate in the program. 
2 IV-E of the Social Security Act is a major component of the child welfare system and funding stream for foster care costs. IV-E 
provides for partial federal reimbursement for the maintenance and administrative costs of foster care for children who meet 
specified eligibility requirements. 
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• Families will have access to crisis beds and evidence-based prevention services such as counseling, 

substance abuse therapy, family therapy, parenting courses, skills-based training, and case management.  

• The service array available in communities to serve this population can be bolstered through the 

FFPSA.  

Children placed out of their homes in foster care or CCIs  
The FFPSA attempts to decrease the number of children entering the child welfare system and places limits on the 

federal reimbursement available while a child is placed in a CCI. By placing limits of the federal reimbursement to this 

population, the FFPSA intends to offset the increased spending on children and families served at home.  The FFPSA 

provides no additional federal funding for either population; however, it provides new reimbursement structures.  

Wyoming Data  
The Department, on average, serves over 3,500 children and families at any given time, represented in Figure 1 below in 

dark-colored bar on the left. The Department averages between 1,200 and 1,300 children in custody and served out-of-

home in foster care, Wyoming Boys and Girls schools, or CCIs. These children are represented by the light-colored bar 

on the right in the figure below.  

 

Figure 1: Children Served in Wyoming, FFY18 
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With the FFPSA any child deemed a potential candidate for foster care may receive prevention services with no income 

qualification. Prevention services may also be provided to the child’s family. Currently the Department has three 

subcategories of cases that will generally meet this criterion: prevention/assessment/investigation, diversion, and 

probation. Each of these case subtypes represent children who are not placed in the custody of the Department but for 

whom services would be beneficial. Figure 2 shows data for each subcategory and the total. 

 

Figure 2: Potential Candidates for Foster Care under the FFPSA, FFY18 

 
 

The FFPSA will allow reimbursement on services for an expanded population as the number of potential candidates for 

foster care is much greater than the number of children currently in the State’s custody. The Department currently does 

not receive federal reimbursement for prevention services provided on behalf of candidates for foster care.  

Impacts and Requirements  
While the FFPSA provides many opportunities for families, children, relatives, providers, and the Department, the 

FFPSA does produce impacts and requirements:  

• Additional evidence-based community prevention programs need to be developed and included into current 

service arrays.  

• An increase in foster home placements requires more foster homes than are currently available. Foster homes 

are in high demand and short supply. The Department will need to engage in recruitment, retention, and 

training of foster care providers to increase their availability.  

• Requires current CCIs to become accredited as a Qualified Residential Treatment Provider (QRTP). 

Requirements include: 

o Implementing a trauma informed approach to treatment 

o Becoming certified as a QRTP by a national accrediting entity 

o Ensuring nursing and clinical staff are available for treatment 

o Meeting background and fingerprinting standards for all staff 

o Being inclusive of family members in the treatment process, if possible, and documents the 

extent of their involvement 

o Offering at least six months of support after discharge 

• The FFPSA requires an additional judicial review of QRTP placements which current Wyoming statute does 

not contemplate. Some provisions in Title 14 of the Wyoming statute will need to be updated.  This is an 

interim topic for the Joint Judiciary Committee and the Joint Labor, Health and Social Services Committee.   
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• Each child placed in a QRTP must have an evaluation by an evaluator independent of the Department and the 

QRTP.     

• The FFPSA limits federal reimbursement on group home placements to 14 days. Currently there is no limit.  

However, the potential loss of federal revenue under the FFPSA for placements in group homes beyond 14 

days is minimal – approximately $81,000 per year.    

Summary  
The FFPSA presents an unprecedented opportunity for the Wyoming child welfare system by expanding the system of 

care. It allows new federal reimbursements for time-limited services to children, families, and relatives while remaining 

in their homes and communities. It does however present some challenges regarding current community service arrays, 

current CCI program and funding structures, and necessitates statutory additions.  

  


