
Monday June 24, 2019
Room Session Title

Speaker(s) and 
Credentials Session Description

5:00 – 7:00 PM Reception Evening Registration: Take advantage of this opportunity and miss the lines on Tuesday morning!

Tuesday June 25, 2019
Room Session Title

Speaker(s) and 
Credentials Session Description

7:00 – 8:00 Grand Ballroom B Registration and Breakfast Buffet Sponsored by Guardian 
Ad Litem

8:00 – 8:30 Grand Ballroom B Opening Remarks Justice Fox and Governor 
Mark Gordon

8:30 – 10:00 Grand Ballroom B Compassion Fatigue Barbara Rubel The FABULOUS Principle suggests eight pathways of self-care to counter 
compassion fatigue and vicarious trauma. This program is designed to 
increase self-awareness of how to put character strengths into practice to 
improve the ability to manage compassion fatigue and enhance your 
resilience.

10:00 – 10:30 Break—Exhibitors and Networking Sponsored by Guardian 
Ad Litem

10:30 – 12:00 Grand Ballroom B A Revolution of Values: Changing the Narrative Around 
Families in the Child Welfare System

Vivek S. Sankaran, JD This session will explore the prevailing narrative of how systems view 
families involved in child welfare cases and will suggest that in order to 
produce better outcomes for children, these systems have to revisit these 
values and implement procedures aimed at building off of the many 
strengths families bring to each case.  

Grand Ballroom D Increasing Access to Effective Trauma Mental Health 
Services in Frontier and Rural Communities for Abused and 
Traumatized Children

Charles Wilson & Chris 
Moll

Many children advocacy centers (CACs) are located in rural and frontier 
communities that oftentimes lack a stable workforce of trauma trained 
mental health clinicians. The presenters discuss innovative strategies to 
expand access to quality trauma mental health services, including tele-
mental health and task sharing.In September 2018, the Western Regional 
Children’s Advocacy Center (WRCAC) convened 35 professionals for a 
1.5-day meeting to address the challenges rural and frontier communities 
confront in supporting the mental health needs of highly traumatized 
children and their families, and explore innovative strategies to increase 
access to effective mental health services. Attendees included 
representatives of CACs in rural and frontier communities as well as state, 
regional and national partner agencies in the CAC field; experts on mental 
health treatment; experts in related fields such as policy, technology and 
licensing; and researchers who are actively testing innovative models that 
go beyond traditional in-person therapy with licensed mental health 
providers. Recommended strategies from this forum included a focus on 
tele-mental health and task sharing to overcome some of the barriers 
identified, neither of which has found wide use among CACs in these 
communities. This presentation will go over the unique challenges faced in 
rural and frontier communities to provide high-quality, evidenced-based, 
trauma mental health services to the children they serve; review the recent 
research on the efficacy of tele-mental health and task sharing in rural and 
frontier communities; and confront common myths and misconceptions of 
the use of technology and practical and legal barriers to implementing 
these innovative methods



10:30 – 12:00

Grand Ballroom A Accident or Injury? Assessing Injuries in the Pediatric 
Population

Michela Telford  In this session participants will learn common injuries that present as 
suspected abuse, medical diagnoses that mimic abuse, normal variants 
that can appear as abuse and common findings associated with abuse in 
the pediatric population. *This presentation contains graphic content*

Wyoming Ballroom D ACE's and Your Health Jen Davis Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) has led to a system change 
through a philosophical shift in how we view prevention of child abuse and 
neglect across the country. As the impacts of early trauma are identified 
through the ACEs survey, providers are able to more intentionally target 
efforts to address the underlying issues which may be impacting health and 
behavioral issues. This section will provide an overview of the ACE study 
and what we can learn from this information.

Wyoming Ballroom C Understanding and Recognizing Child Abuse: A detailed look 
at identifying and helping the child who has experienced 
abuse

Diane Kimball This presentation will prepare the participant to identify child abuse and the 
types of abuse, as well as understand the difficulties professionals and 
families encounter while working with affected children. Psychological and 
behavioral symptoms will be discussed, including dissociation and the 
brain, the stages of trauma (from immediate to chronic) and the stages of 
therapy.  This workshop will identify how therapists, social workers, law 
enforcement, community leaders and families can help the child and 
provide for healing and increased resilience. A break-out after the session 
will include specific interventions for mental health therapists.Learning 
Objectives:

Participants will be able to identify what trauma is, the stages of trauma, 
and the symptomology in children and teenagers associated with sexual, 
physical, emotional abuse, neglect and witness to domestic violence.

Participants will gain a basic understanding of the neurological impact that 
trauma/abuse has on the brain, including dissociation and the 
fight/flight/freeze response.

12:00 – 1:15 Lunch 
1:30 – 3:00 Grand Ballroom B Legal Representation As A Prevention Strategy:  Why 

Investing In Lawyers Can Safely Keep Children With Their 
Families

Vivek S. Sankaran, JD This session will explore how investing in high-quality legal representation 
for parents can safely keep children with their families.  Participants will 
learn what high quality legal representation looks like, how to deliver it, and 
how to access federal funding to support it.  They will also hear about 
model programs from across the country, and how the outcomes they 
achieved align with the child welfare system's goals of promoting a child's 
safety, well-being and permanence.

Grand Ballroom B Legal Representation As A Prevention Strategy:  Why 
Investing In Lawyers Can Safely Keep Children With Their 
Families

Vivek S. Sankaran, JD 

This session will explore how investing in high-quality legal representation 
for parents can safely keep children with their families.  Participants will 
learn what high quality legal representation looks like, how to deliver it, and 
how to access federal funding to support it.  They will also hear about 
model programs from across the country, and how the outcomes they 
achieved align with the child welfare system's goals of promoting a child's 
safety, well-being and permanence.

Grand Ballroom D Investigating Internet Crimes Against Children Sponsored by 
National Children's Alliance

Brent Metcalf

This course will go over the emerging trends observed throughout the 
United States to help law enforcement identify potential threats with 
children engaging in harmful acts online. Education and usage of some of 
the popular applications or website will be discussed in an open forum to 
help educate people in what teens are using and how they could be at risk. 
During the course, Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) investigations 
will be the primary focus. We will also review case studies showing real 
world examples



1:30 – 3:00

Grand Ballroom A Identification in Response to Human Trafficking: Evidence 
Based Practices

Kathleen Thimsen

 Human trafficking is a global public health issue. Improving identification of 
victims is a first step in responding in a trauma informed way in promoting 
survivor resilience. This presentation will provide a road map to creating 
and maintaining an interprofessional partnership to address trafficking 
victims using collaborative approaches to improving quality of life and 
safety for communities.

Wyoming Ballroom D The Elephant in the Room: The Neuroscience and Treatment 
of Shame

Cherilyn Rowland Petrie

In treating victims of abuse and neglect, many providers overlook shame. 
Children do not readily name it, deny it when asked, and avoid feeling it 
when possible, but they cannot experience true resolution of symptoms 
without healing it. This workshop will present current neuroscience on 
shame, information that can be presented to parents to aid understanding 
of their children, and treatment ideas to address shame in the therapy 
office. This presentation is appropriate for counselors who treat traumatized 
children as well as advocates/social workers who would benefit from a 
greater understanding of the behavioral expressions of shame in children.

Wyoming Ballroom C Human Trafficking: Spotlight on the Exploitation and Abuse of 
Children

Michela Telford/ Elizabeth 
Champlain

Human trafficking is a multi-billion dollar industry thought to be one of the 
fastest growing criminal industries in the world. Children are not immune 
from being victims of this horrendous crime; even in the US. This session 
will discuss the global and national problem of child trafficking with a focus 
on child trafficking within the Mountain West Region. Recognition and 
response to child victims. Discussion regarding screening, treatment and 
advocacy needs for victims of child trafficking. And finally a discussion of 
resources for professionals who may encounter child trafficking victims.

3:00 – 3:30 Break and Afternoon Snack Provided by XXX
3:30 – 5:00

Wyoming Ballroom D Wyoming Juvenile Case Law Update 2018/2019 Jill Kucera and Joe 
Belcher

An overview of recent Supreme Court cases discussing child welfare law. 

Wyoming Ballroom C Advocating for Girls by Disrupting the Abuse to Prison 
Pipeline

Cherice Hopkins This interactive workshop will use key findings from our report, The Sexual 
Abuse to Prison Pipeline: The Girls’ Story, to: 1) examine the ways that 
experiences of gendered violence, particularly domestic child sex 
trafficking, create pathways for girls into the juvenile justice system, 2) 
examine how social attitudes towards girls contribute to their being 
criminalized for their experiences of being trafficked, as well as other forms 
of abuse, 3) identify strategies to develop survivor-centered, culturally-
competent, trauma informed approaches to address the needs of domestic 
child sex trafficking survivors and other survivors of violence, and prevent 
them from being pushed into the abuse to prison pipeline.

Wyoming Ballroom A The Multi-Disciplinary Team: Working Together for Children 
and Families

Patricia Terzian Working together across disciplines isn't always easy, but the effective 
collaboration in the investigation, prosecution, and treatment of child abuse 
can mean all the difference in the lives of children and families we serve. In 
this session, we’ll review the key elements of an effective multidisciplinary 
team including inter-agency protocols and case reviews. Learn why working 
together can better serve children, and strategies for success.



3:30 – 5:00

Wyoming Ballroom B Healing Traumatized Children: An Introduction to TBRI Diane Kimball Trust-Based-Relational-Intervention, TBRI®, is an attachment-based, 
trauma-informed intervention that is designed to meet the complex needs 
of vulnerable children. TBRI® uses Empowering Principles to address 
physical needs, Connecting Principles for attachment needs, and 
Correcting Principles to disarm fear-based behaviors. While the intervention 
is based on years of attachment, sensory processing, and neuroscience 
research, the heartbeat of TBRI® is connection (TBRI®). This session will 
explore early trauma factors which impact a child’s development and 
identify effective ways to help children and their families. An introduction to 
Empowering, Connecting and Correcting Principles will provide therapists, 
advocates, child protection officers and teachers with a framework on which 
to deepen their understanding, empathy and skills in dealing with child 
victims and their families, as well as provide information for available 
resources and trainings in the TBRI modality.

Wyoming Ballroom B Digital Threat Assessment: How publically available 
social media must be utilized to ensure safe schools and 

to address potential crimes against children

Nick Chernoff The vast majority of recent school violence attacks have had precursors 
leaked online in the form of social media posts. Knowing where, how, and 
when to look for this critical information is the current challenge this nation 
faces and it is one that we will thoroughly address. There are simple and 
free online tools and techniques that all those responsible for ensuring the 
safety of children need to be regularly using. Given our role in actively 
assisting school districts and police across North America, there will not be 
a more up-to-date presentation in terms of accessing social media. We will 
cover the challenges that frontline investigators and school staff are 
currently facing including anonymous online threats, exploitation, sexting 
and sextortion, swatting and doxing, geolocational utilities as well as 
dangers, image verification of firearms and suicidal imagery, and searching 
Instagram by school location, to name a few. Every school safety issue in 
2019 now involves social media: are you doing everything you can be?

Wednesday June 26, 2019
Room Session Title

Speaker(s) and 
Credentials Session Description

7:00 – 8:00 Grand Ballroom B Registration and Breakfast Buffet Sponsored by Guardian 
Ad Litem

8:00 – 8:30 Grand Ballroom B Welcome
8:30 – 10:00 Grand Ballroom B Keynote: It Happens Here... Sponsored by Guardian Ad 

Litem 
Alexandria LeZion and 
Jennifer Zenor

Human trafficking is the fastest growing criminal activity in the world. From 
Red Light Districts in foreign countries to Prostitution on the street corners 
across the United States. But seriously, does it really happen here? This 
question is one of the most prevalent questions echoing throughout our 
society. From the rural corners of Wyoming to the largest cities in the 
states, few want to believe that this crime is rapidly penetrating our world. 
But what does it look like? How can one see it? How can one stop it? 
Human trafficking looks different in every culture, but there are key threads 
of similarity among them all. As a survivor of human trafficking, I will answer 
these questions through three different lens: the first lens being my 
personal story, the second lens being my role as an active member of the 
Wyoming Human Trafficking Task Force, and the third lens as an advocate 
who stands in the gap to fight for those who cannot fight for themselves.

10:00 – 10:30 Break



10:30 – 12:00 Grand Ballroom D Treatment Plans and DFS Case Plans: Understanding and 
Negotiating Terms and Conditions

Kris Ferrell What if every treatment plan or case plan was built on a foundation of 
trust? What if parents and children worked with caseworkers and other 
professionals to rebuild trust, strengthen relationships, and use difficult 
interactions, setbacks, or—gasp—relapses, as a way to model behavior? 
Well, life would be a dream and child welfare would be a distant nightmare. 
Working with parents and children through the lens of improving 
relationships and modeling behavior is not a pipe dream. It is a culture shift 
in understanding and negotiating treatment plans and case plans. This 
session will focus on the keys to successful treatment plans and case 
plans, body, beliefs, buddies, brainstorms, and burdens. This session will 
challenge you to look past your assumptions through interactive games, 
discussion prompts and flat out fun. If you want to sit and sip from a 
spoonful of the same old stuff, this is not the session for you. If you want to 
jump out of the box, past the fire and into a new realm of holy crap that is a 
thing, then this is the session for you.

Wyoming Ballroom D Case Plans - How Child and Parent Counsel should be 
engaged in the Case Planning process.

Gerry Glynn Gerry Glynn, former President of the National Association of Counsel for 
Children, will lead an interactive session on case planning.  Using fact 
patterns, the session will explore how to draft case plans to meet the needs 
of the clients.  The session will also explore how good case planning can 
help further case strategies in court.  

Wyoming Ballroom C Prevention through Engagement: Building Families, not 
Cases. Sponsored by Wyoming Department of Family 
Services

Casey Family Programs: 
Amy Edwards and Laurie 
Tumale 

The Austin Field Office of Casey Family Programs accepts referrals from 
the Child Protective Services’ Family Based Safety Services units. The 
goals of the prevention programming are to: reduce the risk of repeat 
maltreatment, prevent children from entering foster care, increase the 
protective capacity of caregivers, and increase natural supports. The 
services are a partnership with birth parents or a relative caregiver while 
CPS works with the birth parents. Often these are families who are 
experiencing mental health issues or complex needs that are creating 
barriers to safe and healthy parenting. The prevention programming helps 
families operationalize CPS’ requirements and services into behavioral 
changes that will show up in their relationships, parenting and interactions 
with systems, and overall daily living. All of Casey’s work is done from 
cultural and trauma and healing informed lenses and utilize concepts of the 
Neurosequential Model of Therapeutics, Trust-Based Relational 
Interventions, and Nurturing Parenting.

Wyoming Ballroom A Improving Services and Relationships for American Indian 
Children

Patricia Terzian & 
Maegan Rides At The 
Door

Working with American Indian and Alaskan Native (AI/AN) children and 
families effectively requires an understanding and appreciation for unique 
cultural considerations. This session is designed to help professionals 
improve their response and their relationships to native children and 
families. Participants will be able to recognize factors impacting native 
children today, identify special considerations when working with native 
families, and describe strategies for developing relationships with tribal 
partners.

Wyoming Ballroom B One Party Consent Phone Call: Undisputed Evidence David Clark This presentation will discuss how and when to use the one-party consent 
phone call in criminal investigations as well as the best strategies and 
techniques behind the phone calls. Case studies will be discussed in which 
the one-party consent phone call was used to prosecute cases or in some 
cases encouraged defendants to plead guilty in their cases. The presenter 
will show how to decipher the conversations and to understand it is not 
always what is said, but sometimes what is not said by the defendant. This 
presentation will discuss the various obstacles that detectives will have to 
sometimes overcome before using this investigative tool as well as how to 
properly prepare their victim to make the phone call.



10:30 – 12:00

Grand Ballroom A All in a Day’s Work: Understanding the Impact of Working 
Child Abuse and Exploitation Cases Sponsored by Safe 
Harbor

Amy Russell Hearing explicit reports and viewing disturbing images is a necessary evil 
when investigating child abuse and exploitation cases. However, “all in a 
day’s work” isn't sufficient to address the trauma we view. As professionals, 
we want to “get the bad guy” and sometimes ignore the impact the work 
has on us and our families. This workshop will address the effects of 
working cases of child abuse, exploitation and torture; explore the 
implications viewing disturbing images may have on individuals and their 
relationships with others; and discuss methods to reduce the risks of 
vicarious trauma and burnout from working these cases.

12:00 – 1:15 Lunch 
1:30 – 3:00 Grand Ballroom D Visitation: Understanding the Research and Advocating for 

Frequent and Often Visitation
Kris Ferrell We can no longer say we do not know what works. Research shows that 

early and frequent visitation is a strong predictor of successful reunification. 
Programs that support parents and foster families working together towards 
the common goal of reunification provide a framework to strengthen the 
parent-child relationship, identify areas for education or intervention, and 
work together in a proactive manner to avoid crises. During this session we 
will explore the research and push back against the natural inclination that 
drives many in child welfare to restrict contact and dole it out as a reward. 
This session will focus on tips and tricks to help professionals advocate for 
visitation.

Wyoming Ballroom D Reasonable Efforts - What is it and how can Child and Parent 
Counsel address Reasonable Efforts on behalf of their 
clients.

Gerry Glynn Gerry Glynn, former President of National Association of Counsel for 
Children, will lead a session that will explore types of reasonable efforts 
and ways to litigate this issue. The presentation will be helpful for all parties 
to understand this important component of state and federal law.    

Wyoming Ballroom C I Need a Confession!!! (Identifying the Importance of 
Corroboration in a Successful Interrogation)

David Clark This presentation will show detectives different techniques to use to get the 
suspect in their case to voluntarily agree to be interviewed about the case. 
The presenter will also show detectives how an effective line of questioning 
can show deception with a suspect later in the interrogation. The 
presentation will show detectives how building a rapport with the suspect in 
their case can go a long way in developing corroboration. Detectives will 
also learn how to use the suspect's own words against them during the 
interrogation and its effectiveness to a jury.

Grand Ballroom A Cultural Intelligence in Child Maltreatment Investigations 
Sponsored by Child Advocacy Centers of Wyoming 

Amy Russell The increasing growth of racial and ethnic communities and linguistic 
groups within our population, each with its own cultural traits and child 
rearing practices, presents a challenge when responding to allegations of 
child maltreatment in this country. The systemic response and the children 
and their families all bring their individual learned patterns of language and 
culture which must be understood to ensure the safety of children. By 
understanding, valuing, and incorporating the cultural differences of 
America’s diverse population and examining one’s own values and beliefs, 
child maltreatment professionals can support a system that responds 
appropriately to, and directly serves the unique needs of populations whose 
cultures may be different from the prevailing culture.

Wyoming Ballroom A Recognizing and Investigating Abusive Injuries Beoncia Loveless This course provides an overview of child maltreatment investigations. Risk 
factors associated with maltreatment are discussed, and the characteristics 
of abusive injuries are explained at length to provide a clear understanding 
of accidental versus inflicted injuries in children. Common explanations 
provided by caregivers are explored in detail. Participants will gain valuable 
insight regarding children’s injuries and be better prepared to conduct 
interviews with caregivers and/or suspects as well as build a strong case 
for prosecution.

3:00 – 3:15 Break and Afternoon Snack Provided by XXX



3:15 – 4:45 Grand Ballroom D They took the Kids Last Night Diane Redleaf and Lisa 
Finkey

They Took The Kids Last Night: How the Child Protection System Puts 
Families at Risk is our speaker Diane Redleaf's new first book (November 
2018). It tells gripping stories of the long road to exoneration for six wrongly 
accused families, all drawn from Ms. Redleaf's nearly four-decades-long 
career as a family defense leader. In the book's stories,  children's injuries 
or symptoms brought them to the attention of child protection authorities 
and their medical-system allies who proclaimed the injuries were due to 
abuse.  This session will explore the themes of the importance of family 
defense and highlight some constitutional cases she worked on that set the 
context for understanding the stakes in fighting for families' rights. 

Wyoming Ballroom D Wyoming Juvenile Case Law Update 2018/2019 Jill Kucera and Joe 
Belcher

An overview of recent Supreme Court cases discussing child welfare law. 

Wyoming Ballroom B Family First Prevention and Services Act Overview and 
Reasonable Efforts to Prevent a Placement

Margaret A. Burt, JD and 
Dr. Marty Nelson

This session will provide a broad overview of the federal law that will affect 
federal reimbursements for congregate care placements as well as funding 
for preventive activities.  We will also discuss in more detail what 
"reasonable efforts" are to prevent a placement out of the child's home both 
from a federal reimbursement perspective - and more importantly, from the 
perspective of offering true preventive measures to children and families.

Wyoming Ballroom C Prevention through Engagement: Building Families, not 
Cases. Sponsored by Wyoming Department of Family 
Services.

Casey Family Programs: 
Amy Edwards, Laurie 
Tumale and Ana Zepeda

The Austin Field Office of Casey Family Programs accepts referrals from 
the Child Protective Services’ Family Based Safety Services units. The 
goals of the prevention programming are to: reduce the risk of repeat 
maltreatment, prevent children from entering foster care, increase the 
protective capacity of caregivers, and increase natural supports. The 
services are a partnership with birth parents or a relative caregiver while 
CPS works with the birth parents. Often these are families who are 
experiencing mental health issues or complex needs that are creating 
barriers to safe and healthy parenting. The prevention programming helps 
families operationalize CPS’ requirements and services into behavioral 
changes that will show up in their relationships, parenting and interactions 
with systems, and overall daily living. All of Casey’s work is done from 
cultural and trauma and healing informed lenses and utilize concepts of the 
Neurosequential Model of Therapeutics, Trust-Based Relational 
Interventions, and Nurturing Parenting.

Wyoming Ballroom A Recognizing and investigating Abusive Injuries Beoncia Loveless This course provides an overview of child maltreatment investigations. Risk 
factors associated with maltreatment are discussed, and the characteristics 
of abusive injuries are explained at length to provide a clear understanding 
of accidental versus inflicted injuries in children. Common explanations 
provided by caregivers are explored in detail. Participants will gain valuable 
insight regarding children’s injuries and be better prepared to conduct 
interviews with caregivers and/or suspects as well as build a strong case 
for prosecution.

Grand Ballroom A "Porn" the new it thing for our kids. How pornography affects 
the developing mind of our youth.

Lynn Huylar Over the past decade there has been a large increase in the pornographic 
material that is available to children. Mainstream pornography use has 
grown common because it is accessible, affordable, and anonymous. 
Consumption of pornography is associated with many negative outcomes 
including increased rates of younger age of sexual debut, sexual 
promiscuity and exploration, and a distorted view of relationships between 
men and women. Participants will understand the current research in this 
area and how pornography affects the developing mind of youth.

4:45 – 8:00 Grand Ballroom B WyoJSCY Networking Reception Sponsored by Wyoming 
Children's Trust Fund and Visit Cheyenne

Jim Sporleader Documentary: Paper Tigers. Join Jim Sporleder, retired Principal of Lincoln 
High School in Walla Walla, WA  for a special screening of Paper Tigers.  
After the showing, Jim will share some comments and then answer 
questions the audience might have.   Lincoln High School was one of the 
first high schools in the nation to change their school's approach to 
discipline in order to help students overcome traumatic events in their 
childhood (ACEs).



Thursday June 27, 2019
Room Session Title

Speaker(s) and 
Credentials Session Description

7:00 – 8:00 Grand Ballroom B Registration and Breakfast Buffet
8:00 – 9:30 Grand Ballroom D Litigate, Cooperate, and Fight to Fix the System: Three 

Tracks to a Successful Family Defense
Diane Redleaf and Lisa 
Finkey

What does it mean to be a successful family defense attorney?   As 
advocates, family defense attorneys have powerful tools that can be used 
to change the narrative that brings families to the attention of the court and 
child welfare agency. Drawing on her nearly-40 years of experience, Diane 
Redleaf will discuss the three simultaneous tracks to success that family 
defense lawyers need to use: (1) litigate (and object!), (2) cooperate (and 
help each client get the placements and services they need);   and (3) fix 
the system (together) through pro-active work on policy and practice 
changes that will help families overcome unfair obstacles that hurt not just 
the families on today’s caseload, but those who may need defense for 
years to come. 

Wyoming Ballroom B Juvenile Court Ethics - What should I do? Margaret A. Burt, JD This session - suitable for all child welfare stakeholders - will present fact 
patterns drawn from real cases around the country that will focus on ethical 
dilemmas for professionals. Join the discussions about how to handle these 
issues effectively and remain professional and within our appropriate roles 
and ethical rules.

Wyoming Ballroom D Together Facing the Challenge Sponsored by Wyoming 
Department of Family Services

Briana Montoya and 
D'Ann Nelson

Over the last year, the Wyoming Department of Family Services has been 
working to become a Together Facing the Challenge (TFTC) certified 
agency. TFTC is a training and consultation approach to improving practice 
in treatment foster care. The model is evidence based and during a 5-year 
randomized clinical trial showed significant improvement (compared to 
"usual care") in a rage of youth-level outcomes. The training and 
consultation approach is used by TFTC to improve the skills of foster 
parents and their agency staff. The Department of Family Services will give 
an overview of the program, how it's being implemented, and how it will 
help the Wyoming Foster Care Program align with the values of The Family 
First Prevention Services Act  

Wyoming Ballroom C Duck, Duck, Grey Duck: Best Practices in Suspect 
Identification by Children Sponsored by National Children's 
Alliance

Amy Russell Children witness violence and terrorism, and may be asked to identify 
alleged offenders; however, children may fail to correctly identify a subject 
for multiple reasons. This presentation will review the research on child 
eyewitness identification; identify issues that may lead incorrect 
identifications; and discuss techniques to improve children’s eyewitness 
accuracy.

Grand Ballroom A A Personal Look at Human Trafficking in Wyoming Alexandria LeZion I will be sharing my own story of survival from infancy into adulthood, 
bringing awareness to the various forms of human trafficking, and sharing 
how the trauma of human trafficking impacts the person's’ emotional, 
physical, and psychological state. We will also take an in depth look into 
how the choices we make can either increase or decrease the demand for 
modern day slavery, the specific ways that traffickers target the youth in our 
communities, and how we can teach our youth to recognize the techniques 
that traffickers use to bait and trap them. I will also provide an opportunity 
for questions and answers at the end of the session.



8:00 – 9:30

Wyoming Ballroom A Trauma Informed Resiliency for Those Working With Children 
and Youth

Gayle Thom Unfortunately no segment of our society is immune to violence, 
victimization or trauma. This training will provide trauma informed 
techniques for service providers who are impacted by serving children and 
youth, by critical incidents, and by post trauma stress. Practical strategies 
will be provided in this lively, interactive training to access and develop 
trauma informed resiliency as we are privileged to serve crime victims on a 
daily basis. This information can be utilized to build resiliency not only in 
participants themselves, but also in their staff and volunteers. Regardless 
of our role, the secondary trauma of seeing and hearing the many details 
when working with children and youth can have a disturbing effect on us as 
professionals and yes, on our families as well. Keys to being able to do this 
work well and continue to make a positive difference in the lives of those 
where you are most needed-at home and at work will be offered in a 
research-based, experience based and surprisingly fun approach. There is 
a component of this curriculum that is based on the fact that agencies/ 
programs/ organizations that serve traumatized people can become 
traumatized. Curriculum is from University of Texas-Austin Resiliency 
Research Project.

9:30 – 10:00 Break
10:00 – 10:30 Grand Ballroom B Victim Services Award
10:30 – 12:00 Grand Ballroom B Catching Kids Before They Fall Sponsored by Wyoming 

Children's Trust Fund
Jim Sporleder Jim Sporleder retired in 2014 as Principal of Lincoln High School in Walla 

Walla, WA. Under Jim’s leadership and collaborating with community 
partners, Lincoln High School became a “Trauma Informed” school, gaining 
national attention due to a dramatic drop in out of school suspensions, 
increased graduation rates and the number of students going on to post-
secondary education. In this presentation, participants will learn how a 
trauma responsive approach, is best practice for all students. Jim will walk 
the participants through a brief review of the impact of Adverse Childhood 
Experiences, and how toxic stress impacts student learning and behavior.  
Participants will be taught the “Five Critical Steps to Implementing a 
Trauma-Informed School,” that will enable them to begin their journey as a 
trauma informed school.

12:00 – 1:00 Grand Ballroom B General Session Closing


